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PROGRAM OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF THE HISTORY OF DENTISTRY 

P/ The AAHD will meet in the Conquistador Room at the Mark 
Hopkins Hotel, San Francisco, Friday October 1). A full and 
interesting program has been arranged. Dentistry of the West has 
been featured in the papers by Dr. Allen R. McDowell - "History 
of Dentistry Pacific Northwest and Pacific Southwest" and Dr. 
Vivian A. Prindle = “History of Dentistry in California and the 
West," as well as in the luncheon address by Dr. J. B. Saunders 
"Early Medical and Dental Lore About the San Francisco Bay." 
Besides the President's address in the morning and business 
meeting in the afternoon, the following historical papers will be 
given: Arthur H. Merritt will discuss "Thomas William Parsons, 
Dentist, Poet, Translator of Danto;" E, S. Khalifas will talk on 
"Our Recorded and Unrecorded History;" and George B. Denton will 
discuss the Fauchard manuscript as it appoars in the microfilm 
prosonted to the American Dental Association by the Fdderation 
Dentaire Nationale of France in 1952.: 


HIPPOPOTAMUS TOOTH IN DENTAL PROSTHETICS 
P/ Luigi Casotti has contributed an interesting article on 


"Hippopotamus in Ancient Dentistry," (L'ippopotamo nell'arte 
dentaria antica) in Rivista Italiana Di Stomatologiia 10:169-174 
Feb. 1955. He discussed 1) the source of hippopotamus tooth for 
the dentist, 2) the manner in which it was prepared, 3) the 
manner in which the dentist worked the material, and its appli- 
cation to partial and complete dentures. 

Casotti has omitted some of the most interesting and impor- 
tant points in the history of hippopotamus tooth in dentistry. 
Hippopotamus tooth was probably not employed by dentists before 
the seventeenth century, when gold, silver, ivory, and bone had 
already been utilized. Of all the matorials used by the dentist 
for artificial teeth, hippopotamus tooth was the only material 
which was not borrowod from one of the various crafts, such as 
that of jeweler, stationer, or carver. This is made cloar by an 
article in the celebrated Encyclopddio, 1765, which declared that 
the construction of artificial tooth "is the only use that can be 
made of the teeth of the hippopotamus." ; 

The disinclination of the ivory worker to use hippopotamus 
was due, no doubt, to the presence of a hard enamel on the ves- 
tibular surface of the tooth. Laforguo (1802) wrote that tho 
artisan would not saw hippopotamus and that the saws used by 
dentists for this purpose had less prominent teeth than those 
employed by the ivory workers. 

The hippopotamus teeth used in dental restorations wore, 
principally, lower canines, and to some extent, the incisors. 
the professional language of the early nineteenth century, 
hippopotamus was frequently referred to as sea-horse (cheval 
marin) or walrus. (To be continued.) 
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WERE ARTICULATORS INVENTED 150 YEARS AGO? 
2/ An anonymous article dealing with the history of articulators 
(Dental Dienst 7:18=20 July 1955) asserts that one Evans of Paris 
introduced the straight-line articulator in the year 1805. This 
statement could hardly be further from the truth. Thomas W, 
Evans, the Amorican dentist practicing in Paris and famous for , 
his aid to tho — family in distress, invented an articulator | 
in 1849, not in 1805. The anonymous writer of the article has in 
mind the French dentist J. B. Gariot who, in 1805, published a 
book on dentistry. The device which Gariot described in this 
book was for the registration of plaster casts of the upper and 
lower jaws in their median relation by means of projections on 
the upper cast which fitted into corrosponding recessus on the 
lower cast. No instrument was involved. This correction of a 
historical mis-statement was amply documented in an article 
published in 1933 (G. B. Denton, "The Gariot Articulator Myth" 
Dental Cosmos 75:693-695 July 1933) but has persisted in various 
accounts of the history of the artioulator. 
The anonymous writer is probably also in error in accepting 
the oft-repeated statement that the first adaptable or "anatomi- 
cal" articulator was Bonwill's. The two earliest articulators 
patented in the United States were those of James Cameron paten- 
ted in April 1840 and that of Daniel Evens patented in August 
1840. Cameron's articulator was adjustable in'a number of 
seemingly useless ways but was, on the whole, a straight-line 
articulator built much like a ring stand, without latoral move- 
ment. Evens' articulator however, if constructed according to 
the diagram in the patent, was adaptable and had considerable 
lateral movement. In tho articulator as actually manufactured 
rd — G. Kern of Philadelphia, this lateral movement was 
acking. 


BOURDET ADDED TO AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION LIBRARY 

B/ A fine copy of Bourdet's Rechorches et observations..e...in 
the 1786 edition was presented to Dr. Harold Hillenbrand August 
17 at the French Embassy by Dr. Jean Deliberos on behalf of 
Maurice Brenot, the donor. This is a valuable addition to the 
collection of rare books of the Association. 


HYPNOTISM IN EIGHTEENTH CENTURY DENTISTRY 

R/ W. Herzog has published a short article on the early use of 
hypnotism in dental practice ("Geschichtliches zur Hypnose in der 
zahnurztlichen Praxis," Zahniurztliche Mittellungen 43:60 January 
15, 1955). A facsimile is given of a page from a nowspapor of 
1765 discussing the use of a "magnetic stoel" to cure toothaches. 


HISTORY OF AMERICAN DENTAL ASSISTANT'S ASSOCIATION 

®/ Tho July-August 1955 number of Tho Dental Assistant announces 
a history of the American Dental Assistant's Association from its 
beginning in 1925 through 1954. The author is Juliette A. 
Southard. Copies may be had for fifty cents. 
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